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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To enable accurate prevention of breakage of materiai to toe inspected and an 
acoustic lens by detecting a force working on a stc^p^ with a fore© detector. 

CONSTITUTION: This device is provided with an element to radiate an ultrasonic wave 
while converting reffected wave ttiereof Into an eiectricai signal, a holder 1 for holding the 
element, an acoustic lens 2 fixed with the tip thereof sticking to the holder 1 and a stopper 
4 which has the tip thereof slightly protruding from the tip of the acoustic lens 2 as 
mounted on the holder 1 . A force detector is provided to detect a force working on the 
stepper -4. When the tip of the stopper 4 gets in contact with a material to be inspected 
during the adjusting of a focus or because of an accident to cause a pressing force 
between the both, the pressing force is detected by the force detector. When the pressing 
force detected reaches a predetermined value, an ultrasonic probe is stopped or retracted, 
ther^y cabling prevention of a breakage of the n^teriai to be inspected and the ^oustic 
lens 2. 
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